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JORGE LUIS SUAREZ JIMENEZ leads race as he heads for mile 1% 8t. Treik4nternational Marathon
V.l. Pace RunneRhoto courtesy of Roger Hatfield

The St. Croix International Marathon is one, if not the smallest official marathons in the world. Because
of the heat, the hills and humidity, it is also one of thesinchallenging.

Both the 14 edition of the St. Croix Marathon and the*#¥irgin Islands Hallarathon were run
Sunday in St. Croix undexistentclimaticconditions that are always considered less than ideal
marathon running Run from the Christnsted National Historical Site of the National Park Service
through its Ecological PreseraeSalt River and past the Christopher Columbus Landing Sitenatiie
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north shore courseit is one of themostbeautiful coursesound anywhere. With less thawo dozen
marathoners the field for the lovwudgeteventincluded runners from Cuba, Denmark, The Netherlands,
Germany and the USA.

MISLEDYS VARGAS HERNANDEZ from Cubd\8nsCirdix International Marathon and®@verall
V.lI.Pac&kunners Photo
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Both the male and female races were totally dominated by Cuba@RGE LUIS SUAREZ JIMgNEne
winner of the Marabana Marathon in Havana, a race that attracts over 5,000 runners, put it on cruise control
Sunday mormigand took advantage of the cooler temperature of the darkness of morning. According to four
time Olympian Marlon Williams driving the lead car, Jimenez went through the first six of the taiemtyle race

at just under six minutes per mile pace. Jmee a 2:23 marathoner ran the tough St. Croix course in 2:4lrEw
course recordand just short of the race record of Pamenos Ballantyne of St. Vincent and the Grenadines 2:40.28
on the course in Frederiksted in 200BILLY BOHLKE of St. Creho sp&ds more time flying these days as a
military and business pilot once again worked the course and finished first for V.I. runners with a time of 3:29.13
for second place overall and the V.l. Marathon Championship. This is his third V.. Championshéwitie the

race twice in 2009 when it changed dates, his best time was ZASON SNOW 8f. Croix finished third for the

men in the race with a tim of 3:57.28. It wakis first marathon.

Only three runners have gone under three hourstfa racewhich just finished itg4™ year, Ballantyne, Jimenez
and Bohlke.
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MISLEDYSARGAS ERNANDHE®mM Cuba and also a winner of the big Marabana Marathon in Cuba help seal the

deal for Cuba in the St. Croix race as she led the women all thanvdawas second @vallto set a new course

record in 3:19.28 and just short of the race record of 3:18.14 set by Maureen Manning of Nashville, Tennessee in

2010; it too was run on the faster and flatter Frederiksted couBRIGET KLEIN of St. Ciinighed second in

SuRlF 8Q& NI OS IyR RSTSYRSR K S Nthird year th a ool With @ thn2 ¢f 3:3663 arid JA 2 y & K A
her personal record for the racéeHERESA HARPER of St. tebour-time winner of the race between 2003 and

2007 finished third in the race with a time of 3:55.30 and qualified for the Boston Marathon.
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Juan Robles with 5 miles to go in"ad|. HaHMarathon

Photo Courtesy of: Roger Hatfield
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JUAN ROBLES of St. Crontinued his winning ways in the Zunning of the Virgin Islands Halfarathon which
started and hour later than the marathon. Leading all the way he ransopal record for the race to take first
place with a time of 1:17.11. It was his third V.I. Hédirathon Championships win in a roHANE DEGAN Sof
St.Thomas finished second in the race and the top master with a time of 1:26.51 and after finisbing) Isest
week in Tortola, British Virgin Islands khalrathon.LOGAN SCHULff@n Lexington, Kentucky and former
Brigham Young University runner, finished third with a time of 1:37.53.

Calah Schlabach wins*4¥.I. HakMarathon Photo courtesy of Roger Hatfield
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Virginia was the first placénisher in the race with a time of 1:2I0. She took the lead ahead from defending
champRUTH ANN DAVHD St. Thomas past the migay point of the race to claim the title. David was second
and defendng her V.l. Championship titkeith a time of 1:30:56 JULIE SOMMERSt. Croix was third ih:38.44.

NOTES:

1] Lichu Sloan is a member of Marathon Maniacs. She runs a marathon every weekend. The oldest runner in the
race Sunday she finished with a time of 6:36 13& 176" marathon! She is from Clifton Park, NY
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